
 

Coastline Students: Success through Their Eyes 
 
The following is an analysis of survey responses (n=235) from students at Coastline Community College to 
the prompt “Describe why you are attending Coastline Community College.” 
 
In summation of all the responses, by far the two most dominant themes within the responses centered 
around the availability of online courses at Coastline and the fact that students were working toward 
degrees (whether associate, bachelor’s, or those at the post-graduate level).  
 
The availability of online courses through Coastline was a main draw for students for a number of reasons: 
1) because of the simple convenience of attending online courses; 2) the greater ability to balance school 
and work that online courses allow for; and 3) the greater freedom to balance being a parent and a student 
by taking online courses. 
 
Many respondents were working toward career advancement through various academic goals, be this an 
associate degree, a certificate program, with the goal to transfer and pursue a bachelor’s degree, or by 
taking prerequisites to prepare for graduate studies. From a textual analysis of the themes found in student 
responses, ten main reasons for students to attend Coastline were found, detailed in Table 1. 
 

Table 1. Reasons students are attending CCC 

Responses Frequency Percentage 

Availability of online courses 28 16.1% 

Obtain a degree 26 14.9% 

Career advancement 23 13.2% 

Location proximity/convenience 17 9.8% 

Prerequisites for graduate work 15 8.6% 

To study/for an education 15 8.6% 

Class availability 14 8.0% 

Certificate program 14 8.0% 

Personal improvement 12 6.9% 

Transfer 10 5.7% 

 
Although not predominant among responses (and therefore not in the included chart), some other aspects 
of note in responses were students who attended Coastline while in high school receive dual credit, elderly 
respondents who were interested in maintaining balance and physical strength through participation in 
various classes, ESL students looking to grow in English proficiency, and students who attended Coastline 
because of its Acquired Brain Injury (ABI) program. 
  



The following is an analysis of survey responses (n=235) from students at Coastline Community College to 
the prompt “Describe your definition of academic success while attending Coastline Community College.” 
 
Overall, student responses broke down into two main areas that addressed getting good grades and 
learning/gaining knowledge in varying degrees of importance. 
 

1. Most students saw gaining knowledge and getting good grades as the two necessary components 
of academic success. Further, most students regarded A’s and B’s as good grades. 

2. Some students saw knowledge gained and applied as the measure of success, primarily not 
mentioning grades in their response, or when doing so, stating that grades did not factor into their 
definition of academic success. 

 
A smaller portion of respondents spoke of time management and the ability to balance work with school 
while maintaining passing grades. Interestingly, one respondent out of the 235 wrote of “staying out of 
debt” as a component of academic success. Some respondents had an externalized view of success, seeing 
their success as reliant on their instructor’s ability to be adaptive or understanding or on the availability of 
needed courses for their general education or degree requirements. 
 
 
The following is an analysis of survey responses (n=235) from students at Coastline Community College to 
the prompt “Describe your definition of general success.” 
 
The most dominant theme was achievement of goals or accomplishments (whether goals in general, or 
relating to life, career, and education). Second to that were themes centered around monetary 
success/financial stability, career/job satisfaction, and happiness. Eight of the 235 responses gave 
responses regarding making a difference in the lives of others or the larger community as part of a definition 
of general success. 


